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Haunts for geese in Denmark

Introduction

Counts of geese have been arranged in
several European countries by the Goose
Working Group under the International
Wildfowl Research Bureau. Since Septem-
ber 1963 Denmark has participated and
the Game Biology Station, Kalg, has un-
dertaken the monthly counts of all spe-
cies of geese.

The aim in the first place is to obtain
comparative as well as absolute popula-
tion figures for the different goose spe-
cies in the different areas.

In this paper all important haunts for
Anser albifrons, Anser fabalis non bra-
chyrhynchus and Anser fabalis brachyr-
hynchus are described, and data are given
on the maximum number of geese re-
corded in the years 1963-1970.

In most cases, the haunts include the
feeding ground as well as the roosting
place and areas are listed under the spe-
cies most numerous in the locality.

The open season in Denmark for the
above mentioned geese is: 1. August-31.
December.

White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)

The number passing Denmark is rather
small, only a few hundred individuals.
On the island of Funen flocks of birds
are resting during some months every
year on the estates of Gyldensteen and
Wedellsborg, spaced about 25 km apart.

The whitefronts migrating through
Denmark and wintering in Holland (Fog
1965), belong to the race Anser albifrons
albifrons breeding in the USSR.

1. GYLDENSTEEN

Ownership: private.

Area: 1300 ha.

Area used by geese: particularly 15 ha.

Feeding habitat: wheat fields or freshly ploughed
soil.

Roosting place: coastal areas.

Max. number:
Autumn: 300-400. Spring: 100-150.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: ultimo March, generally the geese
stay during the winter.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: bean goose, grey-lag goose (Anser
anser).

2. WEDELLSBORG

Ownership: private.

Area: 3600 ha.

Area used by geese: 700 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land (reclaimed area).
Roosting place: coastal areas.

Max. number: Autumn: 100-150. Spring: < 100.
Arrival: medio October.

Departure: ultimo February.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: bean goose, grey-lag goose.
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Bean Goose (Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus)

Most haunts are in the eastern part of the
country, although the bean goose may be
found regularly in a few localities in
northern, central and eastern Jutland.

Flocks of bean geese are often observed
in southwestern Jutland on migration, but
are rarely roosting there.

Bean geese generally winter in Den-
mark, but in case of heavy snowcover
they move further south.

3. HANSTED RESERVE

Ownership: the state, the Game Foundation and
private.

Area: 6900 ha.

Area used by geese: Only a small part.

Feeding habitat: Moorland in the reserve and
neighbouring haunts (no. 5) Ove Sg, Rosvang.

Roosting place: lakes in the reserve.

Max. number:
Autumn: 300. Spring: less than 100.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: a few may stay during winter until
April, but the main flock leaves medio Decem-

4. VEJLERNE

Ownership: private, the area is a reserve.

Area: 6000 ha.

Area used by geese: a few hundred ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land.

Roosting place: lakes in the reserve.

Max. number: Autumn: 300-400. Spring: 300.

Arrival: primo October.

Departure: medio April; the geese leave the area
during severe winters.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: grey-lag goose, pink-footed goose.

5. TANDRUP-ROSVANG

Ownership: private.

Area: 500 ha.

Area used by geese: 300 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land and grain fields.

Roosting place: Hansted reserve, Vejlerne or Ove
S (515 ha).

Max. number: Autumn: 200-400. Spring: 300.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: Medio April, most of the geese stay
during winter.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: occasionally pink-footed goose.

ber. 6. ESDAL

No hunting. Ownership: private.
Other species: pink-footed goose. Area: 200 ha.

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Febr. March April
1963/64 0 1000 8000 4000 1500 1500 2300 2000
1964/65 0 0 1500 2400 1700 2000 2000 800
1965/661) 125 3000 2300 3000 1600 1750 500 0
1966/67 3 1400 3000 1700 1900 1000 700 0
1967/68 460 1350 700 1300 1400 1700 900 0
1968/691) 0 2800 1900 1250 1300 5500 1300 1170
1969/701) 0 2000 900 1000 560 1075 500 112

Table 1. Number of Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus counted in Denmark once a month from Sep-
tember to April 1963-1970. No correction for localities not counted. Years marked 1) are colder than

normally.

Tabel 1. Antal alm. seedges, Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus, talt pd de danske rastepladser én
gang om méneden fra september til april 1963-1970. Der ingen korrektion for ikke optalte lokali-

teter. Ar maerket med 1) var koldere end normalt.

Ta6mn. 1. Unuciio oOBIKHOBEHHBIX TYMEHHUKOB, Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus, TIOICYMATAHHBIX HA
ATCKEX MeCTax IIPHEBAsia Pa3 B MECAL C CEHTAOPsI IO ampens 1963-1970 r. ITonpaBOoK HA MECTHOCTH
6e3 mozcYeTa He MpOoM3BeneHo. I'onpl, IoMeueHHEIe 1), GBI X0I0Hee HOPMAJIBHOTO.
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Area used by geese: 200 ha.
Feeding habitat: grassland and grain-fields.
Roosting place: Vejlerne and possibly Hansted
reserve.
Hunting pressure: low.
Other species: pink-footed goose.
Regular counts have not been conducted here,
and maybe the area is only occasionally used by
geese.

7. TJELE

Ownership: private.

Area: 2500 ha.

Area used by geese: 500 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land, stubble, potatoes.

Roosting place: lake Tjele Langso (465 ha).

Max. number: Autumn: 800-1200. Spring: 250.

Arrival: primo October.

Departure: the main flock in the course of De-
cember. In spring small flocks pass the area.

Hunting pressure: none on Tjele, but high hunt-
ing pressure on surrounding areas.

Other species: none.

8. LILLE VILDMOSE

Ownership: private.

Area: 7900 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land.

Max. number: Autumn: 200. Spring: 400-600.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: primo April, generally no geese
during the wintermonths.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: none.

9. SALTBZEKVIG

Ownership: private.

Area: 2700 ha.

Area used by geese: 500 ha.

Feeding habitat: winter crops and oat fields.

Roosting place: lake Saltbakvig (1850 ha).

Max. number: Autumn: 450. Spring: 250.

Arrival: primo November.

Departure: ultimo March, the geese leave the
area during severe winters.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: grey-lag goose, canada goose
(Branta canadensis).

10. TISS@ WITH SURROUNDING ESTATES
Ownership: private.

Area: 5000 ha.

Feeding habitat: grain-fields and stubble.

Roosting place: lake Tisse (1300 ha).

Max. number: Autumn: 200. Spring: 600-700.
Arrival: medio December.

Departure: ultimo February.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: grey-lag goose.

11. TYSTRUP-BAVELSE WITH SURROUNDING

ESTATES

Ownership: private.

Area: 3000 ha.

Feeding habitat: winter crops.

Roosting place: lake Tystrup (662 ha).

Max. number: Autumn: 400. Spring: 400-600.

Arrival: medio November.

Departure: ultimo March, they generally stay
during the winter.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: none.

12. BASNAS-HOLSTEINSBORG

Ownership: private.

Area: 1500 ha.

Area used by geese: 400 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land and wheat fields.

Roosting place: in the shallow coastal waters
nearby.

Max. number:
Autumn: 400-600. Spring: 400-800.

Arrival: medio November.

Departure: ultimo February.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: grey-lag goose.

13. LJUNGHOLM

Ownership: private.

Area: 1500 ha.

Area used by geese: 1200 ha reclaimed marsh-
land.

Feeding habitat: pasture land and winter crops.

Roosting place: costal waters nearby.

Max. number:
Autumn: 500-1500. Spring: 500-1500.

Arrival: medio December.

Departure: ultimo February, the geese winter in
the area.

Hunting pressure: low.

Other species: grey-lag goose.

14. BOTY NOR

Ownership: private.

Area: 900 ha.

Area used by geese: about 150 ha.

Feeding habitat: winter crops, stubble fields and
unploughed potato fields.
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Roosting place: costal waters outside a 60 ha
reserve.

Max. number:
Autumn: 250-500. Spring: 500-1100.

Arrival: medio December.

Departure: medio March, the geese may winter
in the area.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: grey-lag goose, canada goose.

Pink-footed Goose (Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus)

This species only occurs in the western
parts of Jutland, the migration route be-
ing very narrow.

The population from Spitsbergen (Foc
1965) arrives during the first weeks of
October, when 10.000-15.000 geese are
seen every year at Vest-Stadil Fjord. Later
on they gradually move southwards, leav-
ing the country during severe winters
and returning when spring is coming.
Sometimes the first flocks are seen al-
ready in January. They leave Denmark
during May.

15. AGGER AND HARBOWR TANGER

Ownership: partly by the government, partly by
private.

Area: about 2000 ha.

Feeding habitat: salt marshes.

Roosting place: shallow coastal waters.

Max. number: Autumn: Nil. Spring: 3000-4000.

Arrival: primo April.

Departure: ultimo May.

Hunting pressure: high in autumn, perhaps the
reason no geese are resting at that time of the
year.

Other species: brent goose (Branta bernicla).

16. NISSUM FJORD

Ownership: partly by the government, partly by
private.

Area: 10.000 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land, winter crops and
salt marshes.

Roosting place: the shallow fjord.

Max. number: Autumn: nil. Spring: 3000-4000.

Arrival: medio February.

Departure: ultimo May.

Hunting pressure: high in autumn, probably the
reason there are no resting individuals.

Other species: brent goose.

17. VEST-STADIL FJORD
Ownership: private.

6

Area: 1500 ha.

Area used by geese: 1500 ha.

Feeding habitat: oat fields, stubble fields.

Roosting place: lake Sender Dyb within the area
(513 ha).

Max. number:
Autumn: 10.000-15.000. Spring: 6000-7000.

Arrival: primo October.

Departure: ultimo May. There are no geese
during the months December-February.

Hunting pressure: moderate.

Other species: grey-lag goose, bean goose.

18. TIPPERNE-VZARNENGENE

Ownership: Tipperne: a state reserve; Vearnen-
gene: private.

Area: 1000 ha.

Area used by geese: Spring 1000 ha; autumn:
mostly used as roosting place.

Feeding habitat: pasture land and salt marshes.

Roosting place: the shallow water in the sur-
rounding fjord.

Max. number:
Autumn: 2000-3000. Spring: 2000-3000.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: ultimo April. There are no geese
during the months December-February.

Hunting pressure: high on Veernengene. No
shooting on Tipperne.

Other species: grey-lag goose, bean goose, brent
goose.

19. FIILSQO

Ownership: private.

Area: 4000 ha.

Area used by geese: 2000 ha cultivated area.

Feeding habitat: pasture land, oat fields, stubble.

Roosting place: Tipperne and the fjord around
it (No. 18).

Max. number:
Autumn: 7000. Spring: 2000-3000.

Arrival: medio October.

Departure: ultimo April. No geese during Decem-
ber-February.

Hunting pressure: high.

Other species: grey-lag goose, bean goose.
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20. BALLUM ENGE

Ownership: private.

Area used by geese: about 200 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land.

Roosting place: the Waddensea outside the
dikes.

Max. number: Autumn: 2000-4000 (only a few
days). Spring: 3000-4000.

Arrival: medio November on migration, they re-
turn medio February.

Departure: medio April. The geese are passing
through the area rather quickly both autumn
and spring.

Hunting pressure: moderate, but great distur-
bance in the area both autumn and spring be-
cause of sheep and cattle.

Other species: grey-lag goose, bean goose.

21. HOJER ENGE AND HOJJER FORLAND
Ownership: partly private and partly the state.
Area used by geese: about 1000 ha.

Feeding habitat: pasture land and salt marshes.

Roosting place: Hojer Forland and the Wadden-
sea outside the dike.

Max. number:

Autumn: 2000-4000. Spring: 3000-4000.

Arrival: medio November.

Departure: medio April, generally the geese lea-
ve the area rather quickly in the autumn, but
in mild winters lesser flocks may stay in the
salt marshes just south of the Danish-German
border during the winter. In spring they move
northwards as soon as snowcover disappears,
and they only roost in the area rather short.

Hunting pressure: moderate, but great disturb-
ance in the area autumn and spring because
of sheep and cattle.

Other species: grey-lag goose, bean goose.

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Febr. March April
1963/64 0 2000 2200 450 300 2200 3500 3000
1964/65 12 6500 1700 3 1000 2400 5000 5000
1965/661) 5 15.000 7500 100 0 1030 5000 11.500
1966/67 550 15.000 5000 550 50 5000 7500 5000
1967/68 2100 15.000 5600 600 300 350 5600 9000
1968/69 1) 0 12.200 55 600 2600 300 8300 8200
1969/701) 0 12.000 2100 1000 0 0 1000 10.000

Table 2. Number of Anser fabalis brachy?hynchus counted in Denmark once a month from Septem-
ber to April 1963-1970. No correction for localities not counted. Years marked 1) are colder than

normally.

Tabel 2. Antal kortnebbede ges (Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus) talt pd de danske rastepladser én
gang om méneden fra september til april 1963-1970. Der er ingen korrektion for ikke optalte loka-

liteter. Ar mearket med 1) var koldere end normalt.

Tab. 2. Yucno Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus, DOICYATAHHBIX Ha HATCKAX MECTax NpHBaja pa3 B
Mecsi ¢ CeHTAOPs no ampens 1963-1970 r. [TonpaBok Ha MECTHOCTH 6€3 mocyeTa He IPOU3BECHO.
Tonpl, o6038avyeHHble 1), 6BUIM X0JIOOHEE HOPMAIBHOTO.
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Fig. 1 and 2. Ansr fabais brachyrhnchus at Fiilse (19) (Fig. 1) and Vest-Stadil Fjord (17) (Fig. 2)
in W. Jutland. (P. Uhd Jepsen phot.).

Fig. 1 og 2. Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus ved Fiilso (19) (Fig.1) og Vest-Stadil Fjord (17) (Fig.2)
i Vestjylland.
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Fig. 3. Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus flying at Hojer enge and Hojer forland (21
(P. Uhd Jepsen phot.).

Fig. 3. Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus over marskenge ved Hojer (21) i Sydvest-Jylland.

) in Southwest Jutland.

Fig. 4. Tjele, a locality for Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus. (P. Uhd Jepsen phot.).

Fig. 4. Tjele — en traditionel rasteplads for Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus.
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ANSER ALBIFRONS
A <1000

A> 1000

A.F BRACHYRHYNCHUS
(W <1000

[l >1000

ANSER F FABALIS
P <1000

O >1000

autumn| spring

% Project - MAR -
localities

Fig. 5. Haunts for Anser albifrons, Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus and Anser fabalis non brachyrhyn-
chus in Denmark. The size of the signatures indicates whether less than or more than 1000 birds are
seen regularly, and black indicates whether this number occurs during autumn (left half of signa-
ture) or spring (right half). Numerals refer to numbers in the text.

Fig. 5. Rastepladser for Anser albifrons, Anser fabalis branchyrhynchus og Anser fabalis non brachyr-
hynchus i Danmark. Signaturernes storrelse markerer, om der regelmessigt optreder hhv. under og
over 1000 fugle, og de sorte felter i hver signatur henviser til hhv. efterdr (venstre halvdel) og for-
dr (hojre halvdel). Tallene er lobenumre jof. teksten.

@ur. 5. Mecta npusana B Jdanuu Anser albifrons, Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus w Anser fabalis non
brachyrhynchus. BenuuuHa CUTHATYD YKa3bIBaeT, BCTPEYAETCS JIM PeryiisspHO Gosee wiu mernee 1000
ITHI, a YepHBIe OOJI OTAEIbHBIX CHTHATYP 0003HAYaIOT OCEHB (JIeBas IOJIOBHHA) HIIH BeCHY (IpaBas
mOJIOBHHA). YHClIa COOTBETCTBYIOT OYepeIHBIM HOMEpPAaM B TEKCTE.
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The habitat

The feeding habitat for the whitefronts,
bean geese and pink-feet on their migra-
tion through Denmark or their wintering
in the country are wide, open, level areas
near lakes or the sea.

Generally they prefer cultivated areas
and pastures. Apparently there are no
real distinction between the choice of ha-
bitat of the three species. The pink-footed
goose, however, favours salt marshes

more than the two others, owing to the
fact that this particular habitat is found
frequently on the migration route of this
species.

The roosting place is fresh or salt water
and it seems important to the geese, that
the lakes are large, at least about 400 ha.
In most cases the roosting place is quite
close to the feeding ground.

Dansk resumé

Rastepladser i Danmark for blisgds (Anser albifrons), seedgds (Anser fabalis non
brachyrhynchus) og kortnabbet g&s (Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus). -

Tellinger

En forskergruppe, gésearbejdsgruppen,
inden for International Wildfowl Re-
search Bureau har i en &rreekke koordine-
ret teellinger af gees i hele Vesteuropa og
dele af Osteuropa. Danmark har deltaget
siden efterdret 1963. Tellingerne er fore-
stdet af Vildtbiologisk Station.

I lobet af de &r, tellingerne har fundet
sted, har man tilvejebragt megen ny vi-
den om geessenes fordeling og mengde i
Danmark efterdr, vinter og forar.

I afhandlingen gennemgés de vigtigste
rastepladser, d.v.s. de omrdder, hvor
man regelmeassigt treffer geessene foura-
gerende og/eller overnattende. P4 disse
arealer er der optalt gees fra 1963-1970
én gang om méneden fra september til
april.

Kortet fig. 5 viser rastepladsernes geo-
grafiske fordeling for de omtalte gees, og
tabel 2 og 3 viser det maksimale antal

sedgaes og kortnebbede gees talt i peri-
oden.

Rastepladserne er opstillet efter og om-
talt under den art (race), der pé stedet er
den talrigste.

Rastepladsernes beskaffenhed

Det ser ud til, at de tre arter (racer) fore-
treekker fourageringssteder af nogenlunde
samme kvalitet, nemlig vidtstrakte, dbne,
flade arealer. De opseger den dyrkede
jord og kulturgreesset fremfor naturgrees-
omrader. Den kortnebbede gés opseoger i
hojere grad end de to andre strandenge,
hvilket maske hanger sammen med, at
denne biotop netop forekommer pa racens
treekrute.

Om natten holder geassene til pa vand,
enten i ferskvand eller i saltvand. Det ser
ud til, at en vandflade skal have en vis
udstreekning, mindst 400 ha, for at til-
fredsstille geessenes krav til natteseaede.
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MerTE Fog

Pe3rome Ha pycckoMm si3bIKe:
Mecra npusana B Hauuu Anser albifrons, Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus
u Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus.

IToxcuernl

I'pynmna uccnenosateneit npu International
Wildfowl Research Bureau B Teyenne psiaa
JIET KOOPIUHUPOBAJIA TTOACUYETHI TyCe IO
Beceit 3anmagHoit EBpore n yactsm Boctod-
Ho#t EBpomntl. JlaHus yyacTBOBajia C OCCHH
1963 r. IToncuetamu pyxoBonuia Ctanums
Uccnenosanust buonormn Huum (Game
Biology Station).

B Teuenue neT, B KOTOpBIe TPOU3BOIU-
JIACh TOJCYETHI, OBUIO IOOBLITO MHOIO
HOBBIX CBEIEHHWI O pacCHpeiesieHHH M KO-
JnnvyecTBe ryce B JIaHWU OCEHBIO, 3UMOU
¥ BECHOM.

B craTbe paccMaTpuBaroTCS BaXKHEHIIIHE
MecTa IpHBaJa, T. €. MECTHOCTH, Te pe-
CYJSIPHO BCTpEYaroTCs Trycu (ypaxupy-
FOIIMe WJIM HOYYFOoIHe. B 3THX MecTHOCTSIX
TyCH TOJCYHATHIBAIHCE ¢ 1963 mo 1970 1.
pa3 B MecsI] C CeHTAOpS O ampeds.

Kapta ¢ur. 5 moxassiBaeT reorpadu-
YECKOE PAaCIOJIOKEHHe MECT IIpHBaja BbI-
IIE03HAYCHHBIX Tyced, a Tabmumbr 1 u 2
MOKa3BIBAIOT MaKCHUMAaJIbHBIE KOJIMYECTBA
Anser fabalis non brachyrhynchus w Anser

fabalis brachyrhynchus, TOICYMTAHHBEIX B
TEUCHHE Ieproma.

MecTa npuBaa MEepPeYuCcIeHbl U OTOBO-
peHsI o BUay (MOABHIY), HauboJIee MHO-
TOYMCIICHHOMY B YKa3aHHOW MECTHOCTH.

XapakTep MecT LpHBaJa

IMoBumuMoOMYy, yKka3aHHbIe TpH BUAa (O1-
BHIA) TPEOMOYUTAIOT s (GypaxupoBa-
HUSI MECTHOCTH IPUOJIU3UTENBHO OHMHAKO-
BOTO KadyecTBa, a KMMEHHO OOIIMpHBIE,
OTKpBIThIE U POBHBIE IpocTpaHcTBa. OHU
IPEIIOYATAIOT KYJIbTYPHbBIE 3eMJIH U Tpa-
BBl MECTHOCTSIM C HATypajibHOH TpaBOM.
Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus dame, 4em
OoCTaJIbHBIE JBA BH[A, ITOCELIAET MOPCKHUE
OpHOpEXHBIE JIyra, 4YTO MOXET OBITh
CBSI3aHO C TE€M, YTO 3TOT OHMOTON BCTpe-
YaeTCsl UMEHHO Ha IyTH IPOJETa 3TOTO
MOIBHUIA.

I'ycu HOUyIOT Ha BOJE, MPECHOH WU
mMopckoit. KaxeTcs, 4To i HoTpe6HOCTH
HOYEBKY, BOISIHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO JOJIXKHO
6BITH TIO KpaifHelr Mepe okoio 400 ra.
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