GREENLAND ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE  November 27, 1989

Environmental Observations in Relation to a
Gold Project in the Skargirden Intrusion

Background

Corona Corporation and Platinova Resources hold an exploration concession in
the Skargérd intrusion. The exploration has been going on since 1986 and in
the spring of 1989 the Greenland Environmental Research Institute (GERI) felt that
the project had reached a stage where planning of environmental work in
relation to the project should be initiated. GERI had no previous experience
from the area, and in order to get a basic knowledge necessary for the planning
of detailed environmental work it was decided to perform a reconnaissance in
1989. The reconnaissance was carried out from August 26 to Sepiember 6 by
Martin Munk Hansen. The study was supported by the concessionaire that
provided travel between Iceland and Sgdalen, internal transportation in the area

and meals.
The area is shown in fig. 1.

Talks with Bob Gannicott from Platinova Resources and studies of maps had
indicated that tailings disposal at a mine in the Skaergdrd intrusion might be a
problem. The Uttental Sund and Vandfaldsdalen were identified as the most
likely candidate areas for tailings disposal, and most of the effort in the
reconnaissance was spent on depth soundings in Uttental Sund which has not
been sounded in any detail previously. In addition temperature and salinity

profiles were measured in Uttental Sund and in Kangerdlussunag.

Other work included walking through and taking photographs of areas of interest
including Vandfaldsdalen, and talks with inhabitants from the Skargdrd village.

Depth measurements

Depth measurements in Uttental Sund were carried out with echo sounder
operated from a rubber boat. The results were recorded on paper. The positions
of the soundings were mostly determined by sailing with an constant speed on
straight tracks between easily distinguishable landmarks. A map of the depths
(fig. 2) was prepared afterwards from readings of the paper record. The positions
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Fig. 2. Echo soundings of Uttental
Sund. Capital letters A to K mark
which profiles are shown in fig. 3
and HY1l to HY6 mark the positions of
1 hydrographical stations.
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